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Career orientation among general secondary school
students and its relationship to labor market needs in Egypt
Prepared by: Dr. Samah Mohammed Al Desouky

Abstract:

The current research aimed to identify career orientation among general
secondary school students and its relationship to the needs of the labor market.

To achieve this aim, the research has dealt with the intellectual basis
of students’ career orientation and the developments in secondary and higher
education in Egypt in light of the needs of the labor market, then asking
students to identify their desired future university specializations, revealing
the reasons and influencing factors that students see as important when
choosing, and the extent of students’ familiarity with university
specializations and the labor market, in light of some variables.

The research has followed the descriptive method, using a
questionnaire tool that was applied to a random sample of (242) general
secondary school students in several Egyptian governorates.

The results of the research revealed that: the highest specializations
chosen by secondary education students were medicine, engineering,
technology, commerce, and media, the main reason that students see for
choosing a university specialization is that it is compatible with their
inclinations and desires, their knowledge of new university
specializations and labor market needs was moderate.

The results also showed that the correlation of students' career
orientations with labor market needs was moderate, and there were
statistically significant differences between the sample’s responses
regarding the reasons for choosing a university specialization and the
variables of the study (gender, grade, section, governorate, father’s
education, mother’s education).

The research has presented several suggestions to enable students
to build a career orientation on right basis, that included activating the
efforts of five bodies: the family, the Ministry of Education, higher
education institutions, the media, and the Ministry of Manpower.

Key words: career orientation, university specialization, labor market,
secondary education students, developing education
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