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Abstract

School Clusters as Approach In supporting Educational
Decentralization in the Sultanate of Oman

Prepared

Dr. Hossam EIl Din Elsaid Mohammed Ibrahim

PhD. Researcher National Center for Educational Research and
Development — Egypt

Associate Professor, College of Science and Arts, University of
Nizwa, Sultanate of Oman (formerly)

The current study aimed to identify the theoretical frameworks for
school clusters as approach to support the decentralization of
education in contemporary global trends, Determine the efforts of
the Sultanate of Oman in supporting the decentralization of
education in schools, and identify aspects of benefit from school
clusters as approach to support the decentralization of education in
schools in the Sultanate of Oman. The results of the study
concluded that schools in the Sultanate of Oman need to follow the
approach of school cluster to support the decentralization of
education and school self-management in the areas of educational
supervision, continuous professional development, school self-
evaluation, and exchange of school resources.

Keywords: School Clusters - Educational Decentralization -
Sultanate of Oman.
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(Afework et.al., 2017, 69)."4lllly Laladl 3))gall

ot D e Wolael ol Gulad) e degend Lol Laad b LS
Aalladl ey Sik el oy Hdig aiglly 2diy apanal (B lguan ae (sla
destia o) daalail Alasall Gk e paplaal) GsS5 of Karg @l a0 dgalse o A
(Department of Education and Skills in Ireland, 2019, 2)."Jall

Basly dudhas dhie (8 8slaiall ol (e degana’ Ll o Laad Cajey
O pabaill Baga Gatad () dospaal) 2dlially Caaghy cagtiall Ciped Lo Lgin Lad JS
a3 b elilly A Laaly ¢ paebaall (o oslally Jualsilly cyaadl Jaling eyl U4
3 fsall Jalal) sl cmsinall A LA gty «pgilonlan Cpaleal
(Myende, 2016, 25)

Ao gana \gih Liba) Loosal) 28liall Caaldl Cajad Cilisyes (o o e egun &

o Ay plee dihluy sy s Gl B ai Sl Bpslasal Gulaall (e
Jeall & nally sagall Gaasd ) aghy cchlallailly cclalaially « o SaAlg ¢ Lladl)
<haY) wllee uv‘JA“ pell aadig ¢lgin Lasd dajdally daslall lsall Jols Pla (e
ayaall I csilly cplalall 8yaiual) Tsigall dsaiily ¢ (550530
Aaleal) sl

haibiyeni 8 dawyaall adliall of ) (Biddick, 2009) chaw dulys mil cliags
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Oaadie (palea pdgig cCpaladll G Jladl glaall DA (e dallall Z3lag Shesag
AL e dagal) A5l s2a eyl Y DA e ol Gl DA e Jlaall 128 8

& Lmpad) adliall of (Tara et.al. , 2010) cuals Hb duls ik caelly
pedll (e lgieaat Log bl plsall Jia e cWlan A Goylaall acall cijdy 2igl)
ool (s Cpalaall Asigall Zuail) pralysg Apabedll clanlly sy el L)
Aemlas Gayladll Jals

Ciaed Jilail 8 dasnall adliad) o) (Lock, 2011) sl duly gl ciaiSy
oolall (e plaia) b sl LS diladl) ciledinally Golaal g Aladll cilS)al
S agi8y 3)a] (e agiiag cJlaall 138 8 agilna 5alyy (ailinl) adadil) Cilless
oolaall Glald G ) alaaWle A8l e dille Cila)a dgag (B Crale WS (Jlad
P ERPYiP|

Dilail 8 dapaall adliadl of ) (Ridley, 2011) ) duhs g8t el
Sl o bilasl o 5 Lea (palaall Byl duigall dnatil b Jlad IS8 Creal
ol Lol ¢lslly G laal) culabiin) Gl 3 Craslos LeS ¢ oadlSY) pgasiip Gkl
cel ) 8 aally Basall (ke

dpeprd) 2liall o (Pomuti& Weber , 2012) sugs a5 dad)2 il Caig
gy cdand) B Oglailly ALl dudahianally Alla3ll ad aae s (e e Lusels (&
diga duati el DA (o il (S0 aellact i) Lusthaall 3))2Y) Clgalls )Y
5aliyg g pag dnymn Laadagll Lgials Y Ao PU cladlally cillaladl lgaiag cBpaiase
EYS EW -, T
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aaind ) Al Bl e Cpalaall Arigall Lnatill dac gi Ala ciiand Ll i A
sl o leall Jaal) e aais a1 5y ghatid) Aasiiad) sylaill ) Al lg Aoyl e
G auiliall Joe b daaladl) cilllud) Jasi & adliad) Cigaly ) @bl aal oy
el aliall il 638 (e adkall (galall acall A8 (e Sliad cAaadail] (3lalial

adliall o e (Abdullah& Ismail, 2013) Jue laasls il Ly il < jeud
Onleally (aigall A< L s 81N 8)3Y 19 LDUELY) (o Gaplaall ciiSa Ll & syl
bl (e Bpaain dpaddad Cilajde 385 (8 Cradlag cadail) B3sa (pead (8 dpaladl
o ot Lae il ihleally Cjlaall Apagiiall dunpaall Bl Gud ol e Dlad
ey 5L agiadsg il giuag cilaalg ¢l

Malaklolunthu& Shamsudin, ) cpall Geady seislslSile Ll il cjglaly
dgaaa) 5l Loal 05 o epadll oY) e Lidle 8 Gyl adlial) o (2013
Sl LS il ) Slaaf dal e biam Al chally Lleadll e st
laMa 53l cclgl Jabia g LS clyalual) Mg culylal) Aas) e dudlal) 5,8 doais
iy palaal) Caadags sfia 520030 CVlae (b dupadl) )Y Aliieall ) Has)
Balely caadaill dalaall b Juasl) Blaly cJagaill Blaly cullall ohal Cppnts caginlpainls
el Clayleall 10

il of (De Clercq & Phiri, 2013) 5y ¢l dudys il @,
Asinall agang) s Cpaladl) oldf Cpanty oY) 8 Craalu Ll Cigin 3 A yadl)
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b acle LS paladl) o dailaie 33€ Jaally eleal) Jaall daali 3 Craal
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Gty B Loy Cullafy bl aladialy Laclay) HISE wail agin (el
oadly Lids COISEL aa Gaaledl) Jalad b

ety A5 Asayaall 2dliall of (Nwagbara, 2014) hals dulp gt sy
G (laalyl) calaa elal 8 juailly 5asal) aiat & Jlad JC8 ot les (Lpaas
Laigally daahaglly dac gl Crand) (raleall Bydices daige daali gralyy 28lall 020 Cjdg
Apahall lalally Jead) (s (e @385

adlal) of I (Jita& Mokhele , 2014) JSses bin duslp il ol
sly Gy cabrall dugall dnamill Byithy dagh Lyad i Ll Cigin (3 Lawyadl
galiall leis Lo Cpalaall gl Cjlaall (g Ciinen il duigall plail) Cilaind
Cllgn Lot 8 Cratlis LS (g bl AL Jladlly olaill 8 Ciatlusy el
- g2l 2Ll

o ) (Dykstra, & Kucita , 2015) GiwsSs ieSils dudp il cilagig
(el Cpaailly polally ~ Yl Gililee (e gl 2 LasulS & dacyaal) 2lal)
gkl Bl LU cllabedly cabiadlall lgaiag ¢ uplaall 4a1A 5laY1 Ao caaaicly
51V Com Ylad Uglat (3 Laa Cpabaally oY1 Gallas Jae cacea Ll WS clgaalyg
dpaill lhlens cacial WS ¢ Jaall aainally seY) eldsly ddlally Calaally daussaall
08 Sliab walSY) agihaly Al Slas) ligin Ao Wlasl GSad) Lea cpaaleall iigall
Gilasteal) ala juaiy ¢l Culluly il iy Zauhal) maliall ok adliall i
o ool (g s Golaall & Al Blaally el L By odo)lay)
cailial) el & Jaal)
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ol (Pellini, & Bredenberg, 2015) gmuivuys by dus z50 ciads,
Jadey dege A€ 1Y Lle die Loalanll dulend) Lgiis LagaalS 8 dacsyaal) alial
oolaall g Aladl) AS LRl 0slarill Allad Al il 4Bagn Gafnds el (paueatd ud
Lsgially AN alailly unyrall 8 alail) (e dpaadeil) dalyally bl Calide e
ool Galelell e s g Al adliall 3 Jead) acle WS ((gpililly
ol o ALEAN e Xig clhagald (e dalind e g calailly anbeill diy aaly
e giiall Lgihadil 25 G g Golaall € M aed g Las painally Y1 sl
cagndatg bl daa Cawaty 28liall Cuda) LS

dneprd) aliad) 8 3))sall Sl of (Davis, 2015) us dulys il capglily
Aanprad) Hlgall Jols A agiall B ASHEA Gulaall o Gaeetl) Llgsene 5T vigll
cgall ol g Adlally Aadbiall Glilacy ¢ Cpalaall digall dpatil gealyy aalatiy

dakiall b dawyaall adliad) of I (Myende, 2016) il duhs g ciliasiy
Asigall daaiil) (b Byealadll i puilly sl aSgi Ll Cagims Jl ol 315Ss daalal
sl Crae g ug )l leld 3 Gaaleall oy lga dath 8 Craalis Ly ppalaall
plailly ASsal) wally Calaaly gl tdie e Oe wie Ghg diige ala Cladina
AR A3 Slslaally ¢ o laal)

I Craals aibian b dasnall adliall of (All, 2017) e dudys 3l cuing
b el LS Agllly aped) 3laliall 8 Cpaleall lledl) dyigal) dpanill 33 3 S
Sy Cijladd) Jls e b (papdas Alndal cye gy Tty Log Lyl alial) ki
cAaaldy) clelan¥ly sl Ghaise DA e ¥l yie Cpalaall G Gilesjladlly
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Lanals 8 s yaall 28liall of (Shikalepo, 2018) sudlud 4y il Ciniasls
Sllee 3355 cpnlaall G )lsall anliis alanll 8 23S0 Gatanl dula) sshad S
xS 58 g cagillia b adaill o)y (8 Cpalaall IS (S calailly il
Dlsally clypadl Jaliy ¢ jaad) CallSs (aniasy clilual) iy calailly auleill gl (g
Glala dongg c2liall slimel U8 (10 L)52g Bpaiene Allad VLT 3595 cdacalarl
ca8liall Cigaly LS caund elain) Jelisg

(Nor, Mansor & bin Suliman, 2018) glala g g dulys i Cualig
Glalial dubl labiag 3l &gl Golall Cudy Lidle (b Lapaall aslial) of )
MRS Goglall Aiaal) Adabud) Gomsginy didaally 43Sl ddalul) 2Ly cde stiall Zlhal
Caradiy ¢ unlly malial cYlae (Lo Yy uskally Gl ddaiils alally )3l
) bl GLAl Gl saas Jlsdl alail Alghual) dseally sl o uS 8
Lot yag Glae (36 o Glaal dpalel) duband) 3 IS0y caddad s (Y Jadadally
Loelay) Eihl COKa o abilly daclanl) Lleall 8 LAYy Cadighll paead 4
LY pes G dealgilly Jalall 8 Salinall @l (dlsy

5:uS (Ayodele, & Samantha, 2018) lislus Jisl duh zln @l
Ligall Al o lelae (8 28lall Gl S5 cLpaa (8 GusaY A5 duusjaall 2ilial)
cong o) lels 8 daleill aglulen kg cpend (M 53 Las cgpalaall yainial)
Slelaa¥) s iy cadill plelly gkl dbeall Cailpall o pa)iSi ope Sliad
e ) A asiilly L5115 Aaalil) lilens Lo prall 28lall Cacial WS alaive (S
O dad) Ol ) ABLEYL  aie S8 ALYy maailly dngilly acall ands
cplaall pling Y1 b A LaAlly Cppaladl)
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adladl of e (Nemejc et.al. , 2018) Guals zames Ay il eyl
(ol 8 Liaglgi€all aladia) & cpaladl) el (e sl Ciien LagnalS 6 dansy sl
slaie YNy el ¢y g 38l Jlinsal) S a3y e siiag An GunyS calld olasiudy
Ciall 8513l dlbal) pe Alladll lialially clsally Cupilly o el Lol aleill e
gyl Sgall o Tl e S cAllad 5k
8lal) of (Swaffield& Major, 2019) sases ablsm duly milis i€y
Blslusally (paluailly cdalaljzagally duiglarll asdlly A8EN yds e caaelus Dyilail (8 Gyl
e md LglBle s Lebae 5 Goylaall G T8I A g5eaally L5130 Sac Lusally cilatyly
cbgiead) B1S o ol 8 aailly gy Cpanentll sas 4aT alidll 33aa B35 350
Al @l o ale Gias
rARb) bl G BN dagl [V]
Bais drige el yidsi (8 dpeopdall 2Blal) Hoa Adlad) Cluhall (e LIS sl -
Tara et.al. ) ¢pjals L ¢(Biddick, 2009) chaw 1 oo cilahyal) sdag ¢ aalaill
«(Jita& Mokhele , 2012) JSsa5 ting «(Ridley, 2011) Jxys «(, 2010
«(Nwagbara, 2014) 155 «(De Clercq & Phiri, 2013) (gés iy
Dykstra, &) LwsSy iy «(Jita& Mokhele , 2014) JSsas Lung
et ¢(Pellini, & Bredenberg, 2015) muanyg Julng o(Kucita , 2015
Bialug dasdl «(Ali, 2017) e «(Myende, 2016) aulay «(Davis, 2015)
.(Nemejc et.al. , 2018) (n)als z 25 «(Ayodele, & Samantha, 2018)
Ll gl ydsi (A dpepaal) adliall 50 o dblad) Gluhall (e HES @S, -
Sy ((Tara et.al. , 2010) Guals L 1 a clahall odag ¢ olaall
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Malaklolunthu& Shamsudin, ) cpall (eeds suislsiSile ¢(Ridley, 2011)
Davis, ) s, «(Pellini, & Bredenberg, 2015) muixisng Julug (2013
.(Shikalepo, 2018) sullKuig (2015

ool ADE ped b Laopadll adlall e ARl bl e i< clgls -
goall (50 bl Alasly aidal A81S Cuadlay il Ly eiag A8 L3l
dsly «(Tara et.al. , 2010) cpaly bbb :a clahall oday (Llall cilalull
el dlae g ((Pomuti& Weber , 2012) ugs isass «(Lock, 2011)
Malaklolunthu& ) ¢uall Gueds swislslles ((Abdullah& Ismail, 2013)
«(Dykstra, & Kucita , 2015) Guw<y 15.Sla ((Shamsudin, 2013
Nor, Mansor & bin) glede (s L5595 ¢(Shikalepo, 2018) sullSuis
.(Suliman, 2018

O Alladl) SISHAN ey b Aenaal) adliall o ALl Slaball e IS cacia) -
dieleals e 1 p @laball o3y (ladll aciadlly Hoa¥) clloly ajlad)
LwsSy Sy ¢(Lock, 2011) <sly  <Abdullah& Ismail, 2013)
Pellini, & Bredenberg, ) g g (kg «(Dykstra, & Kucita , 2015)
Nor, Mansor & ) gledus (5 )sis «(Shikalepo, 2018) sullSuis (2015
.(bin Suliman, 2018

o el 53l (Bind 8 oyl a8l o0 BRL Cluball (e LIS S, -
Juelacdy e g ‘(Rldley, 2011) Ju za cluball sdag cpadal) dyleal)
Malaklolunthu& ) cpall Geeds swiglgllley <Abdullah& Ismail, 2013)
1alsig «(De Clercq & Phiri, 2013) (5ydy &)<y ((Shamsudin, 2013
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hiilag ¢(Jita& Mokhele , 2014) JSsas iy (Nwagbara, 2014)
Pellini, &) muviyng sy (Dykstra, & Kucita , 2015) LSy
.(Bredenberg, 2015

o e S pe g drall (b dawrall aliall H5n ARl Claball (e IS Cacial -
Oalizlly Abalianlly Allajlly olially AEN 30dll 75 Jaally Cleill o ol
ongy Sisamy (Lock, 2011) gt :a clahall odag ccalatyly slgludlls
Waes «(Jita& Mokhele , 2012) JSsas bins «(Pomuti& Weber , 2012)
De Clercq & Phiri, ) (5ydy &,y Abdullah& Ismail, 2013) Jelawls
Dykstra, ) uwsSs 15uSlag «(Jita& Mokhele , 2014) JSses baas (2013
auleg ¢(Pellini, & Bredenberg, 2015) maiauyng il (& Kucita, 2015
Ayodele, ) tialug dasls «(Shikalepo, 2018) sul\ig «(Myende, 2016)
-(Swaffield& Major, 2019) jsamay 2lils (& Samantha, 2018

Ol zealysg iles s ped b Apeoyrall adlial 550 ARl cilidal) ey sl -
(Malaklolunthu& Shamsudin, : s clahall s3ag ¢ guprall juanlly pghailly
gy Al (Dykstra, & Kucita , 2015) GesSy Jausilag 2013)
.(Nor et.al., 2018) u)als ys55 «(Pellini, & Bredenberg, 2015)

Ayodele, & Samantha, ) tialug Jaasils ((Davis, 2015) sy S <o) -
comhaall elal agdig Alas dalin b doeyral) adliad) o0 e (2018

rARlud) cluhally sl Lahal) o BUEY) Al [Y]

Cilss Gany sl A Apladl cluhally L) duhall o GLEY) 4agl cibias
comhaall Bkl Slsall s ¢oaleall duigall daaiill ped (b danyrall adliall Lical
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Gty ¢ aall wainally 5oa¥) ellsly Gaplaall g Lalladll AShAN LBl acay
el Sleg pia a3y cdanl) w (mns pe g Jaealis caadadl) Lulaall & aailly 5350
Lol ohal gty Al g dadliag ¢ punprall Juailly uglally (el
sARL) ciludally Atlad) Aadall cp CEMEAY) Aagl [¥]

SUEY) dasl Joli b Al ciluhlly Alal) duhall o CIEAY 4l b
28liall agghe tie Bads glae Joli ) ALaYU diacy Yoad ST 5)00m AL
il 28liall Calaaly cdaall adliadl slas Gy Sluatn AT 5)gamn Gyl
Gapaal) 28lall (g)3Y) akaiilly cApeyrall adlial) Cillliiey cdpaaall adliad) gl
colaall (el L350 Y aea ( lee dilale agea ) ALYl
rAld) bl e Adlal) Lafpall 5a8) dagl [¥]

Giilsas an e Capal) (8 AL Ciluhall (e L) L)l ) ansl iy
e A3 e Ayl AS8e s Cullid ) AELRYL cdatall 28liall Liealy o sgie
Aahal) deal waaty clgdlaaly duhall Al delua e oSally bl sda Zils
i Gplly Adlall duhall 4 uliall meiall lodly dgilalhias deluay Lagaag
Agls fite g lgilasi puagy Sluhall il padlana) 44
rdaapall (gylail) Uy

J320S T yal) adliall Zpdawll HIY) Jg¥) «cpfinna Auahyall (gylaall Y1 Jols
& el L3850 Y adly Al (Brealedl) Apallad) clalat¥) b adetl) AiiS5e Y aue
t Y sl e el lae dilabu (aylaall
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adlail) A3Spe ¥ aue i) JAaS dyaal) adliall &yl b Y1 i sY) Gaaal
ipalaal) duallall clalasyl b
AN jalaall Canall s Jliig
tdgyial) 28lind) 2 sgia Y]
Aalall dagdaiilly 431 Ll L) daalats Clang’ Ll duayaall adliall Ciped

Cun galet (Gine o JSI 5l daly alel (Sginas Golaadl e 20 pumi lly e
aail gty Lad (yglaiy «glilly SN adeilly eopnall (8 Lo bl w of (S
ey AR CSE Jag @ibaat dgalsay Ll Jslin ol celidh aled g0
slad)l aiag cpolaall G il e calaally (Gunpall Gligiae (e WY1 diges )
(Santiago, ."laylsal il aladia¥ly colaall Ligasll a8l Gaiay ¢ oo LaiaY)
et.al., 2012, 15)

Gsbaall @llyg sgiie (K8 B Byglaial) Gulaall e 23e aaead Lol Ciped LS
ol as g e)lsally cluplaally ihaadls cajlaall Jols (8 AL Lein Lad Jladl)
e 3205 Ay Auape o siiadl (S (Jalaal) CaaYly cgall dsamlly Cuyl
(Piper, & Spratt, 2017, 5) ."Gaed () doat Aaglaiall (o laal)

Jorwss andl lgdans (e Lihas dud Guladl) (e desand’ gl Caped Lads
Shleally Ciladl ok el LiShe ¥ e Lls] 8 2y Loy Lad Jelid
(Abulie, 2013, 13)."lgan e Cilagailly

kil e Jal Golaall (e desend el G Gaw Lo ) dilaY L
5 iy Lad it Ciae Gy lsall Jolal baa el e iy iy cdudlyial
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O oSt canall (& Gaplaall o34 cpl of (Sasg cplailly aalaill cillas yigkaiy (pauead
(Makaye, 2015, 17) "5y il daahal) dalyall b degia ajlra Liad o
ooy 52 A 5| bt el i Gl m e sand’ gt iy LS

(Giordano, ."alatll Baga (il dspdally Lkl sl ol A Lgin Led o)L,
2008, 25)

Apalarll ddeall (651 Ui dsyrall aliad) (f Cilisyad (e dise G Lae g
Baswie daalel Jalie (8 Balally LasSall Gulaall (e lase aasg ¢ Aaall (snall e
Mgady (el @lldg cdapdally dpalall 3)lsall Lgin Lad Jaliiig cBasly dudlyas dikaia
COACal) da A Gl lgaians aa (9l LS cAS idia zralyng Cile g ydie DA e Janl)
il dgalses
thsajial) a8UaY) 3LAS Gl (Lol
sl slaal Gl sac 35ag I (Bredenberg, 2002, 9-10) zysay il
:‘é_'&\ & il Ayl
rle g ydiall gy Jand () Aiijhall g 408 1]
Lack of understanding of the way that projects work
Cun cprdl Gilegpially alull 2 3 4 Spem Jeall Slo HSAN S
A g€ Gl el e Lliall o) cdleis s ysen Ayl A Glalll (sS
(e piall o3a & Ligas Tpel a2
Lack of a service culture:dasil) 431 adi [Y]
Ciliglg) (385 Lgansii o Db echladdll wosii (& (g slly Al g sl (he ggi 2ag Cua
o Aaledl leha¥) 3l 2y Lo Wad ool aglly 8l My Sl clalall
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Badsall Lglg¥) 3 i) e Loy o CLIATAY) e olgiiV) HUsEY cile g ydiall i
el doylay) Gligiudd) (e

Lack of accountability:diulaill Ladi [¥]

Y lexie 3l 8 cOael) el dialing oY) Gand Judnll a8 cile g yiall bl
G U gy Gl g (3l 1ok A yem ABlie llaty aag cola) Calaal (gabas iy
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