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The Educational Uses of Social Media among University
Students: A Field Study on the College of Education Students at
king Saud University
Dr. Mostafa M. Kassem,

Abstract

Literature indicates that college students use social media mainly for
social purposes, not academic ones. The present study, therefore,
aimed to examine education-related uses of social media and the
relationship between that use and students' educational level and
accumulative grade among college of education students at King Saud
University, Saudi Arabia. The researcher used the descriptive research
method, developing a questionnaire for assessing educational uses of
social media among a sample of 249 students from all educational
levels. Results showed that: (1) students were intensely involved in
using social media, (2) they used social media for educational
purposes, (3) there were no statistically significant differences in the
use of social media for educational purposes that could be attributed
to students' educational level and (4) there were no statistically
significant differences in the use of social media for educational
purposes that could be attributed to students' accumulative grade.
Although social media uses such as making acquaintances and friends,
sharing news, links and material with colleagues, and contacting
college administration are still "networking™ social uses of social
media, the present study indicated that social media, at least, did not
negatively affect students' accumulative grade and was not a distractor
for college students. In light of the above results, the researcher
presented several recommendations for enhancing the use of social
media for educational purposes, and several suggestions for further
studies of the educational uses of social media among college students.
Keywords: Social Media, Social Networking Site, Educational Uses,
College of Education Students, King Saud University.
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